APPEAL OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEPARTM ENT O F ENVIRONM ENT
FOR INTERNATIONAL TIGER DAY - 29 JULY, 2017

Tiger is an iconic species, and tiger conservation is involved in
attempts to prevent the animal from becoming extinct and preserving
its natural habitat. This is one of the main objectives of international
animal conservation charities. Project Tiger, started in 1972, is a
major effort to conserve the tiger and its habitats in India. At the turn
of the 20th century, one estimate of the tiger population in India placed
the figure at 40,000, yet an Indian tiger census conducted in 1972
revealed the existence of only 1827 tigers. Various pressures in the
latter

part

of

the

20th

century

led

to

the

progressive decline of wilderness resulting in the disturbance of viable
tiger habitats. At the International Union for Conservation of Nature
and Natural Resources (IUCN) General Assembly meeting in Delhi in
1969,

serious

concern

was

voiced

about

the threat to

several species of wildlife, and the shrinkage of wilderness in India
from poaching. In 1970, a national ban on tiger hunting was imposed,
and in 1972 the Wildlife Protection Act came into force. The framework
was then set to formulate a project for tiger conservation with
an ecological approach.
Project Tiger is a tiger conservation programme launched in
1973

by

the Government

of

India during Prime

Minister Indira

Gandhi's tenure. The project aims at ensuring a viable population
of Bengal tigers in their natural habitats and also to protect them from
extinction, and preserving areas of biological importance as a natural
heritage forever represented as close as possible the diversity
of ecosystems across the tiger's distribution in the country. The
project's task force visualized these tiger reserves as breeding nuclei,
from which surplus animals would migrate to adjacent forests. The

Funds and commitment were mastered to support the intensive
program of habitat protection and rehabilitation under the project. The
government

has

set

up

a

Tiger

Protection

Force

to

combat poachers and funded relocation of villagers to minimize
human-tiger conflicts.
In this occasion I request all to take part in conserving Tigers in
the state and the country by supporting the project tiger campaigns
and also by spreading awareness about the importance of the tiger. I
also request all to protest against animal hunting to safeguard all the
flora and fauna in the forests and protect forest and nature.
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